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Hi, my name is Adam and
here is my story.
I’m 12

years old. I live with my mom, my brother,

and two sisters. We move around a lot. I've gone to

five schools in the past six years. We've stayed with
my grandma and a couple of different friends, and
we got kicked out of the last apartment we had, so
we've been living

at a hotel for a while. It feels

like we haven’t had our own place in a long time.
I take care of my brother and sisters a lot. Since
I’m the oldest, my

mom leaves me in charge after

school. I make dinner sometimes and make sure the
little kids don’t get in trouble or get hurt. My teacher
gets upset with me when I don’t get my homework
done. But it’s

hard for me to do my homework

when I’m watching my siblings. My mom is tired all
the time and doesn’t have a lot of time to play with
us. Sometimes we have movie nights when we all
lay in bed and watch movies together. Things aren't
easy for us, but

it's OK...

It's hard to imagine a happy ending
for kids like Adam, but together with
our community, Isabel's House was
able to help this family journey from
hurt to hope! Keep reading inside...

Spring-Summer, 2017 · isabelshouse.org

1

continued from page 1

From hurt to hope...
Adam's story is a real story. For teachers, nurses, social workers, and
others who work closely with children and families in the Ozarks, it is
probably an all-too-familiar story. Adam was only able to get a few things
out of the apartment before his family had to leave. He lost his favorite
book, the blanket his grandmother made for him, and the only picture he
had of him with his dad. When he moved into the hotel, his family of five
shared the same small room with just two beds.
Adam's mom, Sayra, was crying a lot, working a lot, and carrying an
overwhelming load of stress. Adam carried some of it, too. He got along
with his siblings most of the time, but he felt responsible for everything.
After being in the hotel for a couple of weeks, Sayra ran out of money
to pay for their room. She called everyone she knew, and no one would
help. They had nowhere left to go. They gave up.
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families in Greene
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"Little children wear
their pain in their
behavior... Instead
of saying 'what is
wrong with you,'
'what happened
to you' is the right
question."
Mary Gordon
Roots of Empathy
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We ended up sleeping in our car, and I was really scared.
I didn’t sleep much that night. The next day my mom took
us to school and she went to work. My teacher could tell
something was bothering me and asked to talk. I told her
what was going on, and she sent me to our counselor’s office.
The counselor ended up calling my mom and telling her
about Isabel’s House. I'm glad about that now.
When Sayra arrived at Isabel’s House with Adam and his siblings, they
were all feeling sad, hesitant, and uncertain. The whole family was
crying, and Adam, especially, was unsure about what was going to
happen. Like many kids we meet for the first time, he was afraid he
would never see his mom again. Our team wanted to make sure Adam
knew that we would do everything possible to keep his family together.

When we got to Isabel’s House, we had a snack and hung
out together in the library. After a while, some of the
workers came in to show me around the house and where
I would be sleeping, in the camp-out room, which I liked a
lot, and got me some clean clothes to put on after I took a
shower. I was nervous, but it seemed really nice.
With the support of our Direct Care Team and Volunteers, Adam and his
brother and sisters got settled into the house that evening. They got to
meet several other kids and have dinner together. Before coming to

19,410

Number of Greene County
children enrolled in a free
or reduced lunch program

35.3%

Percentage of children
in Greene County families
relying on food assistance

Isabel’s House, they were used to snacking in their hotel room, but most of their real meals were only
eaten at school. On their first night at Isabel's House, Adam remembers having lasagna with breadsticks.
He remembers having seconds. He remembers sleeping in his own bed for the first time in a long while,
and, having been used to sharing a bed his bed with siblings, he remembers it felt... weird!

The next day, my teacher was really happy to see me
and, when I told her we were staying at Isabel’s House,
she gave me a hug and said I was "brave." I didn’t feel
brave. I was worried about my mom. Was she okay?
When would I get to see her again? It was really hard
for me to concentrate that day.

"Adversity doesn’t just
happen to children; it
happens inside them."
Dr. Pamela Cantor
Turnaround for Children

But when Adam got back from school that first day, Sayra was there to visit! They all ate dinner together
in our family room, and it felt different to Adam - in a good way. It felt comforting to eat as a family. It felt
good to be in a safe place. Mom told her kids that night that she was going to be working a lot and saving
money so she could get them a new apartment. She was starting to feel hopeful, and everyone could
sense it. Adam and his siblings stayed at Isabel’s House for three weeks, and mom came to visit as often
as she could. As the kids began to relax into our daily routine, their personalities began to shine. They were
very social. Adam, especially, had a lot of fun playing basketball, going on outings, beating our team at
video games, and hanging out with another boy his age who was here at the same time.

When we left Isabel’s House, we moved to an apartment with three
bedrooms! I had to change schools again, and my new school seems
OK, but I miss my old teacher. My mom is still working a lot, but
she doesn't seem as sad and she's laughing more. We're having
more fun together. Now I share a room with my brother. Mom is
going to try to get us bunk beds. We don’t have a lot of furniture
yet, but we have our own place, and I still can’t believe it!

93%

81%

Percentage of
families utilizing
Isabel's House
that are in-tact at
discharge

Percentage of
Isabel's House
parents who
report less stress
at discharge

Adam sent our team a note last Christmas, thanking us for the love
he felt and the help his family received here. Our Family Advocates
still call to check in on his family periodically, and for now, their life
has stabilized. Research tells us that because Adam's family has
remained together and the level of stress in their home has gone
down, Adam and his siblings will be more likely to graduate, will
be less likely to rely on drugs, alcohol, or cigarettes, and will
have a lower risk for heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and mental
health issues. By investing in Isabel's House, our community gives
this hope to hundreds of kids like Adam each year. Thank you.
Spring-Summer, 2017 · isabelshouse.org
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A N U P DAT E F ROM H O L LY
This is just Adam’s story - just one child from one family. I clearly remember
Adam. Like many of our children, he is a child I will never forget. I know one
of the reasons I remember him so well is because he is the same age as my
daughter, and they had a lot in common. He enjoyed school and the same
books. He was studying some of the same things and seemed to think about
things in the same way.
Then, there are so many differences. Adam had been living through crisis after
crisis, feeling the weight of the world on his shoulders. While my children
looked forward to school to see friends or because of a special school assembly Holly Beadle, Executive Director, with children Emma and Will
the next day, Adam had looked forward to school because that was where he
would eat next and because it was a time when he would be responsible for only himself.
For nearly ten years now, you have been helping families like Adam’s. That means that the children
who were the first ones to snooze in our beds and splash in our bathtubs are now somewhere
between upper elementary and just finishing college. They may be working with you, driving next
to you in traffic, sitting next to your grandson in the church youth group or at school, or playing
basketball with your daughter. There have been almost 3,800 children like Adam from over 2,000
families like Adam's since Isabel’s House welcomed the first child through its front door in 2007.

For ten years you have been providing this safe place and fulfilling our
mission: to provide immediate refuge for children ages birth to 12 whose
families are in crisis. By partnering with families and the community, we
will strengthen families and prevent child abuse and neglect.
Merriam-Webster defines “refuge” as a shelter or protection from danger or distress. I’ve never
looked up the definition until now, but I see that it is the perfect word. Your support ensures that
Isabel’s House remains accessible for families in crisis 24/7 so that families have someone to keep
their children safe from the danger in their lives, whether at 3:00 p.m. or 3:00 a.m. Being apart
from parents can be hard for children - even in the best of circumstances. But you’ve figured that
out, too. Your investment in Isabel's House provides the essentials for all of our little friends: good
food, new clothing, a safe place to sleep. Above and beyond these “basic needs,” you are making
our children feel loved, seen and heard. This can look like many different things...
For our smallest friends, you are rocking and singing to them any time of the day or night - to soothe and comfort them. You
are helping them visit the potty for the eighth time this morning
while they are potty training. You are helping a little one with a
big imagination pretend to be a rootin’ tootin’ cowboy princess,
galloping around the playroom. For our older friends, you are
asking how their day was and helping with their homework.
You are sharing a laugh over a science experiment that soaked
everyone in the room. You are asking questions about their
latest Lego creation - and listening to the long explanation (they have quite the imagination!). You
are shooting baskets with them and just talking. You are providing a ride to school with a backpack
and clean clothes they are not ashamed of, but are happy to wear.
For our parents, it is truly a relief for their kids to be safe. You alleviate their distress and provide
them with hope - a new beginning as they build their resiliency. That’s why you see our little blue
butterfly, the “Hope Butterfly,” on just about everything that has to do with Isabel’s House. >>
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3rd Annual #GiveOzarks Day
Regional 24-hour Giving Campaign

WWW.GIVEOZARKS.ORG

As we celebrate 10 years of success
caring for kids and preventing child
abuse & neglect, we're dreaming of
how much good we might do for our
families if every loyal supporter on
#GiveOzarks day invited 10 others
to join our family of donors. Imagine
3,000 new neighbors looking out for
the most vulnerable families in our
community and giving them HOPE for
a better tomorrow. It's more than a
dream - it's 100% possible, with your
help! SIGN UP today and GIVE on
Tuesday, May 9th, and contact Kory
at Isabel's House now to "Adopt-anHour:" 417-865-2273, ext. 201!

Volunteer
Research shows that the presence of
one stable, caring adult in a child's life
can help them overcome adversity and
thrive. Get involved! Applications to
join our volunteer team will open again
in May with as little as a six hour per
month commitment. Contact Kory to
add your name to the interest list:

June, 2017
17

Isabel's House 10th Birthday
Celebration at SNOWFEST!
Noon @ Jordan Valley Park

See page 8 for your invitation to
our community-wide birthday party
at SnowFest, in collaboration with
Springfield-Greene County Parks.
Plus, support Isabel's House in the
Rock4Kids Polar Bear Run AND during
Isabel's House Night at the ballpark
with the Springfield Cardinals! Trust
us: It's going to be an ICY blast!

koryw@isabelshouse.org
isabelshouse.org/volunteer

August, 2017
10

These are just a few of the great opportunities coming up. Be the first to
know: subscribe to our e-mail list and follow us on social media!

www.isabelshouse.org/events f t

Get your boots ready and SAVE THE
DATE: this signature Isabel's House
"back to school" fund raiser is going
Western! Watch your Pony Express
and telegraphs for more details...

>> We believe you can find hope just about anywhere, if you look for it. For some parents you’ve helped them feel like they can breathe.
You have given them another adult to talk to who can help them sort out problems and just listen. You have been part of celebrating their
progress, like finding an apartment or not feeling so overwhelmed. You have offered them a place to seek help, any time, where they know
nobody will judge them.
Our families understand that it takes a lot to make Isabel’s House happen. They know that people like you are out there, standing in their
corner, helping them to be the strong family they want to be. I know this because many parents have asked me and our team, "How does a
place like this exist?" When I started to explain to one mom that we have a lot of kind and generous supporters, she stopped me and said,
“Well, y'all must have an army, because you do so much.” What followed were many questions about just how it all worked. As I told her
all of the ways that you give, she just shook her head in disbelief. She, like so many others, called it "a blessing." There's that hope again!
But what if Isabel’s House hadn’t been here over the past ten years? Would there be more of those horrible stories on the news? Without
this place you created and sustain, thousands more children in our community would have been in danger and distress. They would have
been hurt in so many ways. Thousands. Instead, they are safe and stronger now because you made sure they had Isabel’s House.
We have a lot to celebrate and I hope you'll join us on June 17th at SnowFest, the Polar Bear
Run and the Springfield Cardinal’s game - see more on page 8! Stop by and deliver your
“birthday wishes”- an encouraging note for our parents & kids, or a gift from our Wish List!
Here's a few ideas: 10 pairs of fun underwear, 10 packs of pull-ups, a $10 Target gift card, or 10
one-week bus passes! Need more ideas? E-mail me, or visit www.isabelshouse.org/wish-list.

hollyb@isabelshouse.org
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Held February 26, 2017 at the
Ramada Oasis Convention
Center. Proudly presented by
KSPR33 & Marquis Sponsors:
Betty & Bobby Allison and
Rosalie O'Reilly Wooten

TOP TO BOTTOM & LEFT TO RIGHT
A beautiful 10th birthday cake by Charity Fent and $20,000
Marquis Sponsor stars grace the ballroom stage / Attendees enjoy
their gourmet meal inspired by Grauman's Chinese Theatre / Our
own "Walk of Fame," was lined top and bottom, left and right
with this year's signature Sponsor stars / Aubrey Wanamaker,
Beth Wanamaker, and Cindy Barrett enjoying the pre-event
cocktail hour / Guests from Mercy get ready to sit and enjoy the
main event / Dedicated event Co-Chairs Meghan Sponenberg
and Brittnee Mayse (also pictured left, with their entourage,
preparing to walk the Red Carpet!)
PHOTOS BY
Abigail Whisnant, #TeamIsabel Volunteer
Mario in Pictures Photography

Family Notebook

he
T

6

https://marioinpictures.smugmug.com/Isabels-House-Hooray-For-Hollywood-2017/
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it opened. We were fortunate enough to have

CO

"We started donating to Isabel’s House when

worked on the construction project. It was during
this time that we were made aware of the services that
would be offered... the services that were desperately needed
in our community. The truth of this necessity was alarming

$198,099

was raised to support our kids by

- an eye-opener. The beautiful picture we saw that
would come from this was hope.
Hope for a child that is in a situation
they never asked to be in. A smile from a child as they are
cared for with love and compassion. Hope for an adult that

412+

amazing sponsors and donors!

That's...

House because its mission and focus has not teetered
through the years. If just one bad memory for a child can be
eliminated or lessened... well, that is life changing in itself."

essential care for

approximately

children in crisis

of our budget

130+

has no place to turn. We will continue to support Isabel’s

16%

Thank You!

DENNIS & KELLY HESSE
PHD PAINTING, INC.
Your gifts matter! Help Isabel's House celebrate 10
years of service to kids and families in our community
by joining or re-joining our amazing family of donors at:

www.isabelshouse.org/give-help

Each year, Isabel's Tree shines in our community, showcasing
your promise to give light and hope to every family in crisis and
prevent child abuse & neglect in the Ozarks. But this year, Isabel's
Tree was especially bright! Why? Because every bulb sold online
and at our 15 partner locations was two bulbs, thanks to a surprise
matching gift by Tim & Brooke O'Reilly and Houlihan's!

2,280
bulbs purchased

x

2 = $45,600

given to brighten kids' lives

YOUR LIGHT CHA
NGES LIVES.

That's
about

900

packs of diapers & wipes
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Address Service Requested

2750 West Bennett
Springfield, MO 65802

We need you...

Make every hour count
for our kids: please give
to Isabel's House on
Tuesday, May 9th!

SIGN UP NOW & FIND OUR
PAGE ON GIVEOZARKS.ORG

You're invited...

ay
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...save the date!
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Party with us at the 16th
annual SnowFest event
at Jordan Valley Park!

Free fun for all ages!
Mountains of snow!
Games & contests!
"Bubble Bus" & cake!

www.isabelshouse.org/events

>>>

Isabel's House
10th Birthday
celebration at

SnowFest!

OFFICIAL CHARITY PARTNER
Race for us: 0.5, 1 & 1.5 mile!
5-6pm race | $16/$18 kid/adult*
Shirt + Medal + Cardinals ticket!

>>>

ISABEL'S HOUSE NIGHT
Fill up the stands for kids!
6:10pm game | $11/person
Buy Tix from us to get in our Raffle!

