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We could have been a headline...
Shopping slowed down after the holidays. I lost my retail job,
and things got bad faster than we expected. All I know is that
it costs so much just to keep the kids fed - especially the
baby. When

our money ran out, our life fell apart. What do

you do when your life falls apart? It was only a matter of days
before the next rent payment was due, and I knew we couldn't
pay it. When that door finally slammed behind us, our car was
the next safest place. We

had nowhere else to be.

"FOUR CHILDREN FOUND SLEEPING IN CAR ON COLDEST NIGHT OF
THE YEAR, RUSHED TO HOSPITAL; INFANT IN CRITICAL CONDITION MAY NOT SURVIVE. PARENTS ARRESTED ON NEGLECT CHARGES."

That's how things were going for us. That's the headline you
could have read in your paper earlier this year. Thank God, we
were not your news. Instead,

you were our hope!

April is National Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention month, and this year,
we're asking you to change headlines to hope for real Isabel's House
families, just like this one. Keep reading to learn more >>

H PE Reply card
of Isabel’s House

the first $8,500 raised during our april project will be matched*,
dollar for dollar. visit causemomentum org to watch our progress!

.

Give $40 or more
Be recognized in
a special section
in our 2017-18
Annual Report

Give $65 or more
Receive a unique
Hope Butterfly
signed with a
child's fingerprint

Give $100 or more
Add your name to
a special new poster
to be displayed in a
Family Visit Room

Give $275 or more
Be one of 22 donors
to receive a special
4" velvet print from
our April exhibit
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Why do you

T

he Nettles were a family of six dad, mom and four kids ranging
in age from just a few months to 8
years old - who came to Isabel's
House for help during the desperate
housing crisis you read about on
page 1. Like so many local families
we serve, the Nettles had been living
on the edge, and when dad lost his
job, it tipped them right over.
Risk Factors for child abuse &
neglect can soar during crisis:
feelings of social isolation, lack of
concrete social supports, elevated
family stress and limited access
to any sort of care... these, among
a host of other factors, have, in
so many instances, led to those
headlines we dread.

Protective Factors, on the other
hand, change outcomes. Isabel's
House works with hundreds of
parents each year, guiding them
in building Protective Factors for
their families: strengthening parentchild relationships, building trust
and resilience, and creating a real
support structure.

When children become the subject
of abuse & neglect headlines, the
damage is often beyond repair. In
Greene County, trends say less than
3 out of 10 kids will return home to
their parents. Few cases will result in
stronger families.
However, with the commitment of
you, our donors, to change headlines
to hope, over 300 children will
receive complete care at Isabel's
House this year, and 9 out of 10 kids,
on average, will go home with their
families in tact.
Preventing child abuse & neglect
in our community requires a spirit
of collaboration. In the case of the
Nettle family, we only had two beds
available when they first reached
out for help, but because of our
relationship with another local
agency, Great Circle, we were able to
find safety for all four kids until four
beds were available at our House.
When the children left our care, just
after Valentine's Day, dad had a new
job, the family had a new apartment,
and hope was flourishing!

Your gift will be shown on our project page
from or
in honor of
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Special thanks to our "Month of Momentum" Matching Partners
Fazoli's | Kathy & Jeff Munzinger | David & Stacey O'Reilly
Shaw, Faulkner & Werner Financial Group | Tom & Jami Peebles
Houlihan's South | Arvest Foundation

*must be received 4/1-4/30 | to give online, visit causemomentum.org

STAFF AT COXHEALTH PARTICIPATING IN
LAST YEAR'S #DRESSBLUE DAY

April at a Glance
ALL MONTH

#GiveBlue when you shop at
Houlihan's, Macadoodles Republic
or North, Tropical Smoothie North,
Hy-Vee, Fazoli's, QDOBA, Pigtails &
Crewcuts and more!
MONDAY, APRIL 2

Pinwheel Gardens: #PlantBlue
9am Mercy (National & Sunshine)
11am Cox South (National & Primrose)
1pm Jordan Valley (Benton & Tampa)
"Let's Light our Community
Blue" C.A.N. Collaborative Event
6-7:30pm Mercy Hospital McAuley
Conference Center
FRIDAY, APRIL 6

Statewide #DressBlue Day
All day, post your pics, tag us!
"Hope of Isabel's House"
Exhibit debuts at ArtWalk (P.5)
6-8pm Park Central Branch Library
HTTP://J.MP/APRILGOBLUE
This April, the calendar is
filled with opportunities to
join our community to GO
BLUE for child abuse &
neglect prevention, and when
someone asks, "Why do you
GO BLUE?," we want you to
have a real answer:
"Because in the last decade
with my help, over 4,000
children from 2,000 families
have had the chance to
receive hope at Isabel's House
instead of becoming another
headline." It starts with you. <<
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A N U P DAT E F ROM H O L LY

Each time we prepare for a newsletter, I start writing weeks in advance. Then, each time, without exception, there are people
or situations that seem to cross my path and change my letter. This newsletter was not an exception. I was prepared to have a
message about April and our activity during Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month. I read my proof copy of the newsletter,
starting with the first page, and could instantly visualize several of our families - even though this is just one family’s story.

The vivid image I recalled was one of our fathers as he left Isabel’s House after admitting his children
because they were homeless, wiping tears from his eyes. He said he knows they are safe here, but this is
so hard. Then he apologized for crying because he didn’t want to seem ungrateful. He told me he doesn’t
know what he would do right now without Isabel’s House and is grateful there is a place like this here...
A few days later I sat down to finish this letter, but a team member asked for my help: we had a mom on the phone and
our Family Advocates were busy. I answered the call. Mom was frantic, overwhelmed and sounded like she was in tears. She
explained how she had been sober for several years after years of drug addiction. Months earlier, she had brought her children
to Isabel’s House when life’s stressors had her thinking about breaking her sobriety. She was experiencing the same kind of stress
and pressures again. This time, she broke her sobriety by drinking the previous night. She was disappointed in herself, but she
wasn’t giving up. She knew she needed the help of her sponsor and her program, and help while she fought through her crisis.
Isabel’s House was able to help.
I finally returned to rewrite this letter, because I couldn't get these two families off of my mind. What if Isabel’s House wasn’t
here? How would their stories end? Would we be reading about them here, in this newsletter, or would they be "in the headlines?"
Headlines are powerful. Too often we see and feel the headlines where children suffer abuse or neglect. Yet, when parents find
the strength to ask for help, YOU still answer that call, every day, around the clock at Isabel's House. YOU keep children safe and
alive. YOU strengthen their families and give them hope. YOU are there, changing these stories, saving children and families.
They are so grateful for YOU, and so are we.
Yours in service,

"You'll never know how much it meant that I KNEW
that my children were being cared for in every way.
It was priceless." KIMBERLY, an Isabel's House Mom

hollyb@isabelshouse.org

Holly M. Beadle, Executive Director, Isabel's House
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The mission of
Isabel’s House is to
provide immediate
refuge for children
ages birth to 12
whose families are in
crisis. By partnering
with families and the
community, we will
strengthen families
and prevent child
abuse and neglect.
Isabel’s House (Crisis
Nursery of the Ozarks, Inc.)
is a registered 501(c)(3) non
profit organization.

Welcome Natosha Lancaster, Program Director

I

sabel’s House is excited to welcome Natosha Lancaster as our new Program Director. Natosha
joined our team in January 2018 and brings enthusiasm and a true passion for the mission of
Isabel’s House. Having lived, studied, and worked in the Springfield community for 17 years,
Natosha has first-hand knowledge and experience of the challenges that our families face on a
daily basis. Through her 9 year career in the realm of Social Work and nonprofit organizations,
she has demonstrated a commitment to community intervention, prevention, and support for
children and families.

a note from natosha
It is such a privilege and honor to join Isabel’s House in
service to the children and families of our community. I
want to share what has led me to Isabel’s House, and what
connects me to the mission of supporting families and
preventing child abuse and neglect.
As a graduate of Missouri State University, I first entered
the world of Social Services as a Behavioral Health
Technician for children and adolescents in a hospital
setting. In this role, I not only received an education
into the world of Mental Health, but I also learned first-hand how family dynamics
and generational poverty contribute to the outcomes of children with mental illnesses
and behavioral challenges. On this journey I quickly learned that in order to support
children, the needs of the parent must be addressed. This awareness led me to Adult
Mental Health and Community Support.
Working with adults with severe and persistent mental illness brought an awakening
to me of many of the issues that families in our community struggle with: substance
dependence, domestic violence, and chronic homelessness, just to name a few. Along
with the challenges and successes of working with this population, I was able to connect
individuals with resources to meet their diverse needs.
The natural next step for me was to use the knowledge and resources I had gained
within the Child Welfare System as a Foster Care Case Manager. It was in this role that I
discovered where I hoped my journey would lead me to. There are no words or narratives
that can explain what I experienced through the eyes of the children and families who have
suffered unimaginable abuse and neglect. All I can say is that I recall the exact moment
that I realized that the prevention of child abuse and neglect was my destination.
I am excited to join #TeamIsabel and to continue the great work of this organization!
Sincerely,
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Natosha Lancaster
Program Director, Isabel’s House

Spring into Action
www.isabelshouse.org/events f t
HOPE OF ISABEL'S HOUSE
EXHIBIT AT ART WALK

COMMUNITY TOUR DAY
AND OPEN HOUSE

ISABEL'S HOUSE NIGHT
AT HAMMONS FIELD

Friday, April 6, 6-8pm
Park Central Branch Library

Saturday, May 12, 9am-Noon
2750 W Bennett, Springfield

Friday, May 18, 7:10pm
vs. Arkansas Naturals

#DressBlue and join the Isabel's
House Associate Board for the
opening of a new exhibit, featuring
art available to purchase made
by the children of Isabel’s House,
plus light hors d’oeuvres and
entertainment by Tony Menown.

Come see the love that fills our
House! Please invite a friend,
coworker, or celebrate your mom by
bringing her on a guided tour of our
facility and learning about our 24/7
programs to care for children and
strengthen families in the Ozarks.

Fill the stands for kids! Join Isabel's
House for our annual night at the
ballpark, including a one-of-a-kind
Jersey Auction to benefit Isabel's
House. Buy your ticket from Isabel's
House for $10 + get a free hat
voucher! isabelshouse.org/events
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Will you join our
Monthly Giving Family?

"If you're even
thinking about it,
go and see it. Take

It's no secret: by June 1 this year, we would love to welcome 30 new monthly donors
providing gifts of $10 or more to our "Donor Next Door" Monthly Giving Family! Why?
•
•

A Donor Next Door creates sustainable funds Isabel's House can count on as we
meet the needs of 300+ children every year!
The power of small, regular gifts really add up to provide 24/7 love, comfort, and
care for local kids in crisis...

$10 a month adds up to complete new head-to-toe outfits for two kids
$25 a month adds up to a week of transportation to get kids to & from their
own schools, doctors, and activities - giving them a sense of normalcy

$50 a month adds up to nearly three months of hygiene kits for every child, as
well as bath-time supplies that soothe our kids before a safe night's sleep
And... it's easy! You can set up your monthly gift in two minutes or less when you visit
isabelshouse.org/donate and choose "Begin a new monthly gift." We will send you
an acknowledgment annually to use in preparing your taxes, and you’ll also have
access to select special events at our House! Our kids need you; please consider
joining our Monthly Giving Family today.

a tour. I think when
you go there and see
what's going on, firsthand, seeing what
everyone is doing,
taking care of these
kids from babies to
preteens, it's just
amazing. For me and
for my staff, it was
a great thing to see.
You gain a sincere
appreciation for how
the money is spent."
DR. ALAN ROSEN
Daily Rosen Dentistry
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#KidsHelpingKids

Wee Hope Child Development Center

Isabel (10)

The Isabel's Tree annual holiday
giving campaign keeps reaching new
milestones, thanks to the generosity
of our amazing community. This
year, with the help of more than 20
partnering & sponsoring businesses,
you raised over $31,000 to support
families in crisis and prevent child
abuse & neglect in the Ozarks!
ITTY BITTY CITY GETS IN THE ISABEL'S
TREE SPIRIT AS A NEW PARTNER!

Scout Troop 71338

www.isabelshouse.org/give-help
"What inspired me most was
Girl Scouts, when our troop
decided to do some giving to
Isabel’s House. We wanted
to give to kids that needed it.
Once I got a tour – it felt more
real – it felt more like I really
invitation I said who I was
donating to and that instead
of birthday gifts I would like
to donate to Isabel’s House.
Almost everyone donated.
Some people even donated
a lot of things. I donate
because Isabel's House is a
really special place that gives

T A NEW RECORD
MAMA JEANS SE
0!
ES - OVER $2,90
OR
ST
FOR THEIR

children the care they need
right then, right now. There's no
other place in town like it."
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Mrs. Mullin's 2nd Grade Class @ Sequiota

Coming this summer: our official Fund Raising Guide
with ideas + success stories + resources for individuals,
families, businesses, and groups looking for creative ways
to support Isabel's House year-round. Join our e-mail list
for updates and watch for it on our website at:

needed to help. On my birthday

TOP-NOTCH
CREATIVITY SPOTTED
AT HOULIHAN'S

Campbell UMC Academy

CADENCE GELNER (10)

N OT E WORT HY
MOM ENT S
Hooray for Hollywood, our largest fund raiser of the year, was held March 4, 2018 at
the Oasis Convention Center. Proudly presented by KSPR33 & Marquis Sponsors:
Betty & Bobby Allison and Rosalie O'Reilly Wooten

"We are new foster parents and picked up
a baby boy in Bolivar just four months ago.
I often wonder how his life and his brother's
life would have been different if his mom had
found Isabel's House before spiraling into
addiction. After seeing where families can
end up, I know Isabel's House is doing no less
than saving children from disparity."
MINDY HOFF
Co-Chair, Hooray for Hollywood 2018

PHOTOS TOP TO BOTTOM & LEFT TO RIGHT
380 attendees enjoyed decor by Elegant Linens & Rentals and themed cookies
by The Rolling Pin / Amber Wilkerson & John Clayton / Winner's Choice Raffle
winners Kevin & Alicia Cosgrove / Peter & Ashley Harris / Producer Sponsors
Debbie & Rich Howell & guests / Event Co-Chairs Holly McGee, Kim Ross, and
Mindy Hoff / New Star Sponsor U.S. Lawns of the Ozarks & guests

Thank you for helping us
raise over $179,000 in
life-saving funds for the
children and families of
Isabel's House!
Photos by Ashley Clair Photography

https://ashleyclairphotography.pixieset.com/hoorayforhollywood/
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Address Service Requested

2750 West Bennett
Springfield, MO 65802

Time to get your
"License to Care!"

Did you know? Isabel’s House can
benefit directly when you have a
Children's Trust Fund "Prevent Child
Abuse" plate on your car! It's easy
to get started: just visit ctf4kids.org
and click the "How to Help" menu,
then designate Isabel’s House as
the beneficiary of your $25 or more
donation each year.
Benefits: your
donation to CTF is
tax deductible, you
become a visible advocate for child
abuse & neglect prevention, and your
dollars come right back to our local
community where they...
•

Provide materials about Isabel's House
services to referral sources, community
partners, and families in need

•

Support our year-round child abuse &
neglect prevention awareness efforts,
especially during April "Go Blue" month

•

Help our Family Advocates participate
in outreach events in our community,
such as Convoy of Hope's annual "Hope
Connection"'

What are you waiting for? You already
take a stand for kids; take a drive, too!
For details about how this program
works, please call our Development
Team at 417.865.2273, ext 303.
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"It is so helpful to have this resource when we see a patient in crisis and can
give them the peace of mind that their children can be taken care of while they
are working through their crisis. We need Isabel’s House in our community and
they need us! If you can’t donate monetarily, then volunteer and give the gift of
time! See first-hand all the amazing things Isabel’s House is doing!"
CASIE MILSAP, BSW

Cox Family Medical Care Clinic

Volunteer

Save the Date

THE

Summer Party
Thursday, August 9th, 2018

Our team needs more helping
hands... that's you! Applications for
our Volunteer Program will start
going out on August 27th. Add your
name to the list today:
koryw@isabelshouse.org
isabelshouse.org/volunteer

4263 E Farm Lane Rd, Springfield
FOOD & DRINKS | LIVE MUSIC
RAFFLE & AUCTIONS
It's the ultimate "Back to School"
cookout! Come celebrate the
safety you provide for kids and
the strength you give to families
in crisis. Watch for sponsorships,
tickets & more details at:

isabelshouse.org/events

